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I hope everyone has enjoyed this wonderful summer
weather we’ve been having! Tea and Toast took its August
break but from September onwards it will be back at its
usual time of 10:30-12:00 on the first Tuesday of every
month. As regular attendees know ‘toast’ could also mean
crumpets, currant tea cakes, or even homemade scones
and everyone is welcome to join us (For future reference
we have also decided to take a break in January as
weather conditions often make attendance difficult).
We are also running two of our popular JAM (Jesus and
Me) sessions for young children and their parents or
guardians. These will take place on Saturday 6th
September and Saturday 8th November from 10:00-
11:30. Please do come along, there will be activities, crafts,
stories and snacks to enjoy.
Finally, the times of our services have changed to 10:30
on Sunday mornings, it is hoped that this will be a more
convenient time for everyone and enable more folk to join
us. 
The pattern of services will be as follows each month:
1st Sunday - Methodist Worship
2nd Sunday - Holy Communion
4th Sunday - Cafe Church. This is a less formal service
offering refreshments and giving chance for discussion
and prayer about concerns both local, national and
international.
There will be no service at St. John’s on the 3rd Sunday
but all are welcome at our other Parish churches, Bradley
or Kildwick. Should there be a 5th Sunday there will be a
joint service at one of our 3 Parish churches. Details of
either of these Sundays can be found on the parish
website (kcb.church) or our Facebook page.

The Cononley Singers

The choir will resume rehearsals on September 3rd
following its Summer break after highly successful
Summer concerts under the banner 'Pop in and Rock
on! with The Cononley Singers'. We are delighted to be
singing again at Fountains Abbey on Saturday October
25th as part of the 'Fountains by Floodlight' season and
our Christmas Concerts this year are on Friday 12th
December at CVI, and Saturday December 13th at St
Andrews Church Kildwick, where we will be joined
once again by our friends from Haworth Brass Band.
Tickets will be available from mid November onwards.
Anyone wishing to find out about joining The Cononley
Singers is invited to contact Tony Hamilton, Musical
Director on 01535 637405
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We welcome contributions! Autumn 2025 September

Cononley Cinema Club

Cononley Cinema is Back!
On Sunday September 28 we start our Autumn season
with “Mr Burton” Cert 12, the extraordinary story of how
a young man from a deprived Welsh mining family,
Richard Jenkins, became the great actor and film star–
Richard Burton.
Then on 26 October we have Cillian Murphy in “Small
things like these” Cert 12 followed by “Bridget Jones –
Mad about the boy” Cert 15 on 23 November.
Films start at 7.00pm
with doors open at 
6.30pm for 
refreshments and bar. 
Tickets available on 
the door or at the 
Cononley Village Store.
Want to know more? Follow us on Facebook - Cononley
Cinema Club or email cononleycinemaclub@gmail.com

Little Crayons Baby and Toddler Group

Cononley’s baby and toddler 
group is starting on August 19th 
at Cononley Sports Club. 
The group will run on Tuesdays 
from 9:30 to 11am

For more information please 
email littlecrayonscononley@
outlook.com or head to the 
FaceBook Page ‘Cononley 
Little Crayons - Baby and Toddler 
Group’!

Friends of Dead Eye

Throup’s Track to Dead Eye is a wonderful place to enjoy
seasonal transitions! There is arguably nowhere better
along the wash lands to sit and marvel at seasonal
change. ‘Throups’ and Dead Eye remain open thanks to
the efforts of volunteers. If you’d like to get involved, this
year’s end of season tidy-up will take place on Sunday
2  November commencing at 10am. nd

For more information about about volunteering,
contact the team at friendsofdeadeye@gmail.com. 
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Cononley Women’s Institute 

A very breezy Morecambe 
welcomed some of our 

members in early August. 
We travelled by train, had 

afternoon tea at The 
Midland (with Prosecco of 
course!) and walked along 

the Prom with the
inevitable photo taken at the Eric Morecambe statue - a
fabulous day out and we are already discussing our next

jaunt!
Confest was a great success, raising £300 from our cake
stall to go into the Confest Charity pot. That’s a lot of
cake! A HUGE thank you to everyone who baked and
helped.
Our Summer lunch is everyone’s favourite event of the
WI calendar and this year was no different - we had a
really lovely time - lots of laughter, games, a raffle, a
competition and absolutely amazing food.
Our August meeting was the much anticipated pre-loved
clothes sale, £300 raised for a local charity (to be decided
at the next meeting). We all got some great bargains too!
Salsa dancing demonstration (and participation?!) is on
the cards for our September meeting💃 It should be fun!
October is “Cake in the Cockpit”, an airline pilot who
bakes cakes - explanation in the next Newsletter!
We meet on the first Thursday of every month at 7:30
at the Village Institute. Why not come along and say
hello? We’d love to see you!
For more contact Julie Cawood (President): 07802
807815 and Elaine Shoesmith (Secretary): 07584 210473
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Cononley Station

What no flowers? Well, we are
wanting to expand our ideas and
create a wild flower area as well.

We’re in discussion with Network
Rail to push the idea and with luck,
we might be have something new

in 2026!

Our gardening ideas are already turning to Christmas
and it's only August!
Thank you for your continued support! If you want to
find out more information, contact Hayley and Marten
07813393381

History Corner

Cononley Wildlife Group

In October we will be planting
1000s of crocus bulbs in the

churchyard and we are asking
 as many people as possible

 to volunteer to help us in this
task. We will have our

lengthsman to support us but
will need lots of hands on

help as well as people to
provide refreshments for the workers.

Preparation work will take place on 10th October and
the bulb planting will be carried out on Saturday 11th
October when lots of able bodied people (of all ages)
will be needed to get the bulbs into the ground. Posters
will be on the village noticeboards very soon. If you
think you can help please text or phone Ruth or Maeve
with your contact details. Ruth Parker: 07775737722
and Maeve Dracup: 07956 000172

Cononley Beer Festival

Its Beer Festival time on Friday 
10th and Saturday 11th October! 
We will have the usual 
selection of top-quality beers,
lagers and cider, along with
a ‘special’. There’ll be live
music on Saturday. All money
raised will be donated to the 
village. 

Cleaner Greener Cononley

Cleaner Greener Cononley is running another win-a-
wormery-in-a-raffle session in CVI on Saturday 27th
September 10.30-12.00. Come along to hear how
successful a wormery is at dealing with your food waste,
creating amazing compost in a short time and
producing worm tea, a superb liquid plant food. None of
it smells! It provides nature entertainment especially for
children. And you may be lucky enough to win one in
the draw at the end of the session.
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Cononley Village Institute (CVI) News

Responses to the village survey
suggested the taps in the
WC’s were looking tired and
rusty. These have now been
replaced. They are still large
taps due to the internal mixer
mechanisms but they look
new and shiny and the flow 
has been reduced which means it may take a little longer
to run hot but it should stop the problem of water
splashing everywhere!
The folding chairs have all been professionally cleaned this
summer, along with an annual oven clean. The clock has
also been serviced and should now show the correct time
and chime in sync! 🕰️

Keeping the building safe
Earlier in the year we carried out a number of important
jobs to keep the including improvements to the fire alarm
system and replacing the old fuse box.
We have booked a ‘light sanding’ of the main hall floor in
October (after the beer festival), again to keep our
beautiful floor in good condition. Thank you to everyone
who helped on the big annual clean, doing all those extra
jobs that keep the building looking good.

CVI once again ran a successful
children’s cookery course this summer.

14 children assisted by 5 volunteers
made bread, meatballs and a tomato
and vegetable sauce plus carrot cake

 muffins, lemonade and smoothies. 
Once ready they fed their parents, 

grandparents, siblings  and themselves. 
Fun and delicious.

In conjunction with Friends of Cononley Playing Fields we
ran an animal themed treasure hunt💰 Thanks to all the
hard working volunteers that made these events
successful. 

The Christmas Fair is booked for 29th November 2025 and
will be open from 10am to 2pm. If you would like to book a
table for this event please e-mail cvicononley@gmail.com
or contact Grace directly on
grace.holly.lawson@gmail.com

In conjunction with David Gulliver (our resident local
historian for those who don’t know David), CVI are
planning a series of local history displays and events over
the next 12 months. Each event will focus on a different
‘quirky’ topic from Cononley’s colourful history. The first
event is on Saturday 27th September from 10am-1pm at
the New Inn (where a historic map of the village is on
permanent display). The first topic is a display focusing on
‘Cononley Panto’s’ including showing of a DVD the last
village panto: Mother Goose.

Cononley Village Institute (cont.)

Some dates for your diaries. 
Park Avenue Quartet at Cononley Village Institute:
Saturday 15th November. Come along for music and
nibbles.
Jack and The Beanstalk: Wednesday 31st December 2025
1pm matinee. It’s panto in the afternoon with the kids
before the adults go out to party on New Years Eve! We
need 2 volunteers to set up and staff this event. If you can
help from about 10am – 3pm please contact
cvicononley@gmail.com as soon as possible. It means
you get to see the panto for free!

As always, look out for more information on the website
https://www.cononleyinstitute.co.uk/upcoming-events
and follow us on facebook. You can also see our posters on
notice boards and in the Village Store.

CVI help wanted
The recent village survey suggested that people would like
more events in Cononley Village Institute. We are only a
small committee of six and cannot run any more events
without extra help. If you want to run a village event on
behalf of CVI or you would be willing to help ‘staff’ future
events please get in touch cvicononley@gmail.com

Update from Cllr Andy Brown

There has been good news and
bad news about transport in North
Yorkshire. The Kex Gill project to
improve the road to Harrogate
is on schedule and should be open in the new year. It
has, however, run up an £11 million plus overspend. 

At the NYC Council meeting where this was revealed I
was the only councillor to call for the resignation of the
person overseeing the project. Two week’s later he was
quietly replaced in a reshuffle. Unfortunately, we won’t
get that money back.

There is also mixed news about speeding traffic. After a
long campaign we finally succeeded in getting North
Yorkshire to agree to install fixed traffic cameras. It was
one of only two councils that weren’t using them.

Unfortunately, this is only a trial at one location despite
extensive evidence that they work. Even more
unfortunately they chose a location where it wasn’t
welcome and it was knocked down the same day it was
installed. I will continue to campaign to prioritise people
over traffic moving rapidly through village
communities.

https://www.greenandheritage.uk/
http://www.cononleypc.org.uk/news
mailto:rachelm.hogg0102@gmail.com


Cononley Village Newsletter is sponsored this year by Green & Heritage Roofing
You can download digital versions of the village newsletter at www.cononleypc.org.uk/news
Please send contributions to: rachelm.hogg0102@gmail.com. Printed on recycled paper ♻️

Parish Council News

We were sorry to say goodbye to 
Andrew Powell who stepped down 
in July after joining us in 2022. 
We now have two Councillor 
vacancies. If you are over 18 and would like to know
more about the role, please join us at one of our
monthly meetings, email cononleypc@gmail.com or
visit cononleypc.org.uk which is currently undergoing
a refresh. Your Councillors are listed on the website
along with lots of other interesting info, including
historic photographs and documents. This is what one
of our Councillors says: “Being a Parish Councillor is a
rewarding way to contribute and give back to
Cononley. It provides an opportunity to work with locals
and have a say in village initiatives. If you want to work
with a great group of people who care about Cononley
and its residents, and have ideas on how to improve
the village, then I would highly recommend it.
Commitment can be as much or as little as you are
able to sacrifice - every contribution makes a
difference!”

Allotments
Funded from the remaining monies 

of the Mill Development planning
gain plus a grant from The Lottery,
the upgraded path at the Meadow
Croft allotment site is now almost

complete. Many thanks to Cononley
based Harrisons for fitting us into

their busy schedule to do this work
for us. We’ll soon be placing a bulk

order for water butts for the
allotments.

Thank you to those who expressed an interest for one.
HGVs
A reminder to residents that if you 
see HGVs squeezing through the 
village, please take a photo, 
noting the registration, business 
name, date and time,
and send to cononleypc@gmail.com 
so that we  can let the company 
know that the route is unsuitable.

Footpaths
Huge thanks to Becky, Brett, Mark, 

Sue, Mike, and Steve for their
 hard work cutting back the 

overgrown vegetation along the 
Flosh path and Coppy Lane (just 
off Woodside) over the summer. 

Keeping our footpaths clear
 enables us to exercise and enjoy

 the local countryside.

If you would like to get involved, please email
cononleypc@gmail.com.

Parish Council  News (cont.)

We were pleased to welcome Officers from North
Yorkshire Council’s Parish Liaison Team at our July
meeting which gave us an opportunity to talk about
issues raised via the Village Survey. More updates to
follow.

Grit Bins
It won’t be long before the

colder months are upon us,
so we’re planning ahead to ensure we

have enough bins and salt to
do the supplementary public roads

and pavements not covered by North
Yorkshire Council. We’ll keep you posted.

New Noticeboard
Using the Mill Planning Gain 
funds and in collaboration with 
the CVI committee, a new 
noticeboard has been installed 
along the path between 
Moorfoot Lane and the Mill 
development. We encourage 
all community groups to make
use of this, and don’t forget the one located on Platform
1 of the station.

Village Litter Pick
It was great to welcome 
new  faces and enthusiastic
children to our August
community clean up.
The new litter pickers and 
bag hoops are perfect for 
little hands, meaning everyone can
do their bit. Thank you!

Local Projects Fund
This autumn we will be launching a

small grant fund for community
groups, the Local Projects Fund.

The application window will be open
until end of March 2026 or until the

funding has been used up.
More details to follow!

Earlier this year, as Sole Trustee of Cononley Playing
Field, Councillors were humbled to receive notification of
a bequest from much-loved resident, Alf Bairstow, who
passed away last year. At Alf’s request, the gift will be
spent on the playing field, details of which are still to be
decided. A bench will be installed in memory of Alf and
his wife, Amy.
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